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     REVISED PLAN  FEBRUARY 2016                   
                      
                  LOWLAND HEATHLAND  
    
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Lowland heathland is typified by the presence of heather (Calluna 
vulgaris), dwarf gorse (Ulex minor) and cross-leaved heath (Erica 
tetralix) and is generally found below 300 metres in altitude on poor acid 
soils.  Areas of good quality heathland should consist of an ericaceous 
layer of varying heights and structures, some areas of scattered trees 
and scrub, and areas of bare ground, gorse, wet heaths, bogs and open 
water.  
 
Lowland heathland is a priority for nature conservation because it is a 
rare and threatened habitat.   Areas of  heathland  in  good  condition  
should consist of an ericaceous layer of varying heights and structures, plus some or all of 
the following additional features, depending on environmental and/or management 
conditions: scattered and clumped trees and scrub; bracken; areas of bare ground and acid 
grassland; lichens; gorse; wet heaths, bogs and open waters (JNCC, 2008). 
 
The following moths are useful  indicators for  assessing  the quality of heathland habitat: 
Aristotelia ericinella (Micro), Narrow-winged Pug (Eupithecia nanata), True Lovers’ 
Knot (Lycophotia porphyria), Heath Rustic (Xestia agathina agathina) and Beautiful Yellow 
Underwing (Anarta myrtilli ( the latter known only from Grendon Common and Sutton Park, 
K.Warmington, 2015).  
 

 

 

2. OBJECTIVES * TARGETS* 

Associated Action Plans are: ‘Lowland Acid Grassland’, ‘Bats’, ‘Adder’, 
 ‘Dingy Skipper’, ‘Argent & Sable’ and ‘Rare Bumblebees’  

PLEASE CONSULT THE ‘GENERIC HABITATS’ ACTION PLAN  IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THIS DOCUMENT FOR OBJECTIVES COMMON TO ALL HABITAT PLANS 

A. To achieve condition of 6ha of existing lowland heathland 
above 0.25ha that are currently in unfavourable condition, to 
favourable or recovering,  giving priority to those holding UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species & Red Data Book 
species  

2026 

B. To expand the extent of the habitat by 5ha. 2026 

*Derived from Regional Spatial Strategy Phase 3 Technical Report (2009) and based on a 
minimum mapping unit of 0.25ha.    Numerical targets have been incorporated into section 6.   

See Generic Habitats Plan for rationale for derivation of targets and definitions of favourable and 
unfavourable condition (‘Habitats overview’ in ‘State of the Natural Environment’ (NE,2008,p49). 

 Heathland at Grendon 
   © Steven Cheshire 
 

 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/PDF/UKBAP_PriorityHabitatDesc-Rev2011.pdf
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3.      NATIONAL BAP OBJECTIVES & TARGETS 
 
Lowland Heathland is on the current UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) list of Priority 
Habitats published in 2007(Joint Nature Conservation Committee).  The targets and 
objectives for the Lowland Heathland BAP, updated in 2010-11, may be seen online. 
 
 
 
4. CURRENT STATUS      

 

The UK has an important proportion (about 20%) of the international total of this habitat.    
with c.58000ha of lowland heathland of which the largest proportion (55%) is found in 
England.  Only one sixth of the heathland present in 1800 in England now remains.   

 
Heathlands are rare and not extensive in the sub-region, being mainly associated with 
common land and woodland.  They occur on the acid glacial soils in the north of the county 
on the Midlands Plateau Natural Area (Hartshill Ridge) and can be seen as outliers to the 
very extensive areas of Heath in neighbouring counties, e.g. at Sutton Park, Chasewater 
and particularly Cannock Chase.  Heathland has been lost from Warwickshire largely as a 
result of urban development in the 19th century and is now just recalled in place names, 
e.g. Dickens Heath, Hockley Heath. 
 

 Baseline data from the 1998-2001 Habitat Biodiversity Audit recorded the total area of 
heathland in Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull to be around 20ha on nine sites. 
However, the figure from the HBA for in 2012 dry heath/acid grassland mosaic was 
7.76ha.  This apparent large reduction in area may reflect both a decrease in the area 
through degradation of the habitat to acid grassland  and to some extent re-classifying 
of habitat through detailed ground- truthing surveys compared with earlier use of aerial 
photographs. Provided the target for expansion is met, this area will increase to 9.76ha 
by 2015 and to 12.76ha by 2026.   

 

 In 2011 the total resource within Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) was 1.5ha 
on 3 sites (see chart below). 

 
Natural England estimates of heathland on SSSIs in Warwickshire, Coventry & 
Solihull in 2012 (pers.comm. Anton Irving) 

 

 The largest area of this habitat is in the order of 3.7ha at Grendon (1.3ha) and 
Baddesley Common (2.4ha), both designated Local Wildlife Sites (LWS).  Much of the 
heathland and associated acid grassland here has developed on restored open cast 
coal workings since the 1950s but unfortunately is now mainly woodland. 

SSSI Heathland area  
(ha) 

Associated habitat 

Coleshill Pool (not 
on HBA) 

1.0 (now only a wet heath fringe 
to the pool) 

Swamp/Woodland 

Clowes Wood (not 
on HBA) 

0.25 (being lost) Acid grassland/ Woodland 

Rough Hill (Studley) 
& Wirehill Woods 

0.25   Acid grassland/ Woodland 

Total  1.5ha max  

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5706
http://tna.europarchive.org/nobanner/20110303145238/http:/www.ukbap.org.uk/UKPlans.aspx?ID=15
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutton_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chasewater
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannock_Chase
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site_of_Special_Scientific_Interest
http://www.friendsofbaddesleycommon.org.uk/
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 Other fragments of heathland, of 1.0ha or less, occur at the three SSSIs (Coleshill 
Pool, Clowes Wood , Rough Hill Wood),  at Corley Moor (LWS) and possibly still at  
Alvecote Pools/ Pooley colliery.   The heathland at Kenilworth Common (LWS)  and 
Yarningale Common, reported as lost in 2012 (pers.comm. Anton Irving), is now 
growing at these sites again (pers.comm. I.Tanner, 2013) with the former a possible 
Parish Council Project (Camille Newton, 2013).   Heather is also found in Arley Wood, 
Poors Wood and Hay Wood.    

 

 In 1997 at Grendon and Baddesley Common, the Merevale Estate began a plan to 
manage Warwickshire’s largest heathland commenced with financial support of the 
Environmental Stewardship Scheme administered by Natural England; this agreement 
no longer applies.  

 
 
4.1 Legal and Policy Status 

 

A wide range of species and habitats are protected under international and domestic laws, 
including the Wild Birds Directive (1979), the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981), the 
Conservation Regulations(1994) and  EC Habitats Directive (1992).   Protection of sites is 
afforded nationally through SSSI, Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)  and Local Nature 
Reserve  (LNR) statutory status. Other sites are offered recognition of their value through 
Local Wildlife Site status (LWS), Local Character Areas and identified Landscape Scale 
Areas. The National Planning Policy Framework (2012) chapter/section 11 states 
conditions with regard to any development negatively affecting biodiversity, including 
protected sites, ancient woodland and other irreplaceable habitats (paragraph 118).  The 
Wildlife & Countryside Act and schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats & Species 
Regulations 2010 make it an offence to intentionally kill, injure, take, possess, sell, buy or 
transport a range of species.  
 
Just over 19% of the known area of heathland in Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull is on 
SSSI land with the largest area at Coleshill Pool where there is a 1ha wet heath fringe to 
the water and other small areas at  Rough Hill Wood and at Clowes Wood where it is 
being lost. The largest areas in the sub-region are within the Grendon and Baddesley 
Common LWSs.  Work within the LBAP area continues to classify other heathlands as 
Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs) which will afford them policy protection within the planning 
system.  
 
 
4.2 Current Factors Affecting the Habitat 
 

In the past heathland was lost across England primarily to agriculture, forestry, mineral 
extraction and development.  Uncontrolled burning has also been a particular threat to 
bryophyte and lichen-rich heathland.  The main factors affecting the habitat in our area at 
present are:  

 Encroachment of trees and scrub and the simplification of vegetation structure 
due to a lack of conservation management such as light grazing, controlled 
burning and cutting.  

 Loss of age structure of scrub due to lack of awareness of its importance for 
wildlife and the need to manage it for this. 

http://www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/reserves/clowes-wood-and-new-fallings-coppice
http://www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/reserves/rough-hill-wood
http://merevale.com/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/funding/es/default.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/birdsdirective/index_en.htm
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1994/2716/contents/made
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1374
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-23
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designations/lnr/default.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designations/lnr/default.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/490/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/490/contents/made
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 Fragmentation and isolation as the few sites in Warwickshire are widely 
scattered. 

 Danger of fires particularly in the large areas at Grendon and Baddesley 
Common. 

 Lack of public awareness as most heathland has been lost from development 
in the 19th century, and is not part of the public perception of the area. 

 Development of post-industrial sites and disused railway lines which 
contain fragments of developing heath. 

 Agricultural improvement such as intensive fertilizer, lime and herbicide 
application.   

 Inappropriate grazing regimes that may encourage a net loss of biodiversity  

 

 

 

5. LOCAL ACTION  

 

 An accurate digitised database of heathland in the sub-region has been 

established by the Habitat Biodiversity Audit (HBA) and is annually updated.    

 The existing management of most sites is known but further new heathland 
creation schemes may be possible, based on present or proposed new nature 
reserves. Some old sand and gravel pits such as Lawford Heath, and Cornets 
End near Coventry, offer the opportunity for heathland creation (J.Bowley, 
pers.comm. 2015). 

 

 Favourable condition is being maintained / achieved at the following sites: 
 In 1997 at Grendon and Baddesley Common, the Merevale Estate began a 

plan to manage Warwickshire’s largest lowland acid grassland, and its 
associated heathland, with financial support of agri-environment schemes 

administered by Natural England.  By 2015, 0.25ha had been maintained by 
FoBC (KW, pers.comm.)   
 

 Warwickshire Wildlife Trust   (WWT) is actively managing an area of under 

1ha of lowland heathland/acid grassland mosaic at Clowes Wood and Rough 

Hill Wood SSSIs, also areas at Alvecote outside the SSSI. Smaller fragments 

of heathland / acid grassland on other sites, e.g. Priory Fields Nature 

Reserve, are also actively managed by WWT. 

 
 Restoration of the habitat has taken place at the following sites: 

 In 2011 Friends of Baddesley Common set up work parties to remove 

invasive scrub from areas of heather and acid grassland.  Pond restoration 

and creation is also planned at the site.  A management plan for the 

heathland and acid grassland, written by group, has been agreed by 

Merevale Estate (the land owners).  By 2015, 0.25ha had been restored (KW, 

pers.comm.)  The pond projects have had input from WWT and Pond 

Conservation Trust (Million Ponds Project) who have helped with funding.  

 

 In 2011 a half-hectare reserve was set up at Kenilworth Common Sidings. 
Tree removal has been carried out by Warwickshire County Council to open 

http://merevale.com/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/funding/es/default.aspx
http://www.warwickshire-wildlife-trust.org.uk/
http://www.friendsofbaddesleycommon.org.uk/
http://www.pondconservation.org.uk/millionponds
http://www.pondconservation.org.uk/millionponds
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up the site in order to restore the heath and dry grassland habitat. The site 
will be managed by Warwickshire Amphibian and Reptile Team (WART). 

 In 2014 the Grendon Common Heathland Restoration Project began with the 
cutting and burning of silver birch (Betula pendula) saplings from amongst 
the heather and the treatment of stumps using non-hazardous glyphosate by 
Butterfly Conservation Warwickshire (BCW) and the  Merevale Estate. Its aim 
is to maintain about 1ha of existing heathland by doing this. By 2015, 0.64ha 
had been completed  (KW,pers.comm.)   A moth trapping event in 2014 
revealed that the specialist heathland moth species are still present despite 
lack of site management.  

 Work by Heart of England Forest at Coughton Park has restored a 
substantial amount of heather to create probably the largest patch of 
heathland outside Sutton Park and Grendon Common.  Though not a rare 
moth nationally,  colonisation by the common heath moth (Ematurga 
atomaria) is very notable (M.Slater pers.comm. 2015). 

 At Coombe Countryside  Park  bracken is controlled  on the sand lens to the 
north of the site by cutting using volunteer labour. This has focused on 
keeping the best quality areas in terms of heathland flora in good condition, 
along with help from wild rabbit grazing.   

 At Hay Wood, in collaboration with the Forestry Commission,  BCW and 
WART have cleared birch and pine saplings and widened the rides, making it 
the second largest concentration of heathland in the sub-region after Grendon 
Common.  

 Expansion of the habitat has occurred at the following sites:    
 

 In 2011 at Purley/Mancetter quarry Tarmac undertook restoration works 
including the creation of areas of heathland within the restored area using 
heather seed from the nearby Merevale estate. The company referenced the 
BAP plan for this operation. (C. Newton, pers.comm. 2013).  

 
 At Kingsbury Old Colliery the Ministry of Defence Estate stabilised a spoil 

mound in 1989-91, leaving it to vegetate naturally. Heather has come in, 
along with other heathland plants such as wavy hair-grass(Deschampsia 
flexuosa) and Western gorse (Ulex gallii,) (JB.pers.comm.2016), covering an 
area of 2-3ha on the east facing side of the mound.   

 

 

6. PROPOSED LOCAL ACTIONS  
 

ACTION Lead Partners By 

PLEASE CONSULT THE ‘GENERIC HABITATS’ ACTION PLAN  IN CONJUNCTION         
WITH THIS DOCUMENT FOR ACTIONS COMMON TO ALL HABITAT PLANS 

Policy, Legislation & Protection 
   

PL1. Ensure that any site meeting the relevant NE WWT            
WCC 

ongoing 

http://www.conservationgroups.org.uk/group/warwickshire_amphibian_and_reptile_team/
http://warwickshire-butterflies.org.uk/
http://www.heartofenglandforest.com/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/coombe
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
http://www.tarmac.com/about-us/
http://www.local.gov.uk/documents/10180/6077975/Ministry+of+Defence+-+accessing+the+estate/fc41e850-6ada-45f2-ad20-17d73e995d89


www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk                  ACTION for WILDLIFE 

Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Lowland Heathland (J A Irving, 2002)                       Revised by Gina Rowe & Ruth Moffatt, 2013                                                    6/9 

ACTION Lead Partners By 

PLEASE CONSULT THE ‘GENERIC HABITATS’ ACTION PLAN  IN CONJUNCTION         
WITH THIS DOCUMENT FOR ACTIONS COMMON TO ALL HABITAT PLANS 

criteria is considered for designation as an 
SSSI. 

PL2. Continue to select all qualifying lowland 
heathland sites as LWSs and enter onto 
database. 

LWSP NE HBA WCC 
NWBC  WDC          
SMBC 

ongoing 

PL3. Ensure that the protection of all heathland 
is included in Local Development Frameworks, 
Neighbourhood Plans and any other relevant 
strategies. including targets for maintenance, 
achieving condition and expansion for each 
relevant Local Authority.   

WCC 

 

NE WWT NWBC  
WDC          
SMBC 

 

ongoing 

PL4. Ensure that new minor or major 
developments result in net biodiversity gain 
through adherence to the mitigation hierarchy.   

WCC NE            WWT  

LPAs      NWBC 
NBBC         

ongoing 

Site / Species Safeguard & Management    

SM1.  Maintain favourable ecological condition 
of all 7.76ha (HBA, 2012) of existing heathland 
by ensuring the appropriate management of all 
sites.   

CSG 

 

NE WWT  WBRC 
NWBC  WDC          
SMBC        LOs  
FoBC   CCP 

ongoing 

SM2.   Manage or create areas of scrub (see 
RM1) to achieve a varied age structure, to a 
maximum 0.5% of each site.  

CSG NE WWT  WBRC 
NWBC  WDC          
SMBC  LOs  

ongoing 

SM3.  Continue to achieve favourable condition 
of 6ha of existing heathland by 2015 and further 
sites if identified by 2026 by appropriate 
management.   

CSG NE WWT NWBC  
SMBC WDC          
BC   LOs  CCP 

2015-
2026 

SM4.  Continue restoration of degraded 
heathland at the three SSSIs and other sites. 

 

NE 

WWT NWBC  
LOs  WDC           
SMBC   

ongoing 

SM5.  Continue to expand the area of heathland 
by 2ha by 2015 and a further 3ha by 2026, 
including one site of at least 2ha.   

CSG  WWT WCC   
FoBC           LOs 

NWBC  WDC     
SMBC         QOs       

2015-
2026 

Advisory    

A1. Inform landowners of their heathland 
resource and provide management advice, 
sources of machinery etc.  

NE WWT            
WCC 

ongoing 
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ACTION Lead Partners By 

PLEASE CONSULT THE ‘GENERIC HABITATS’ ACTION PLAN  IN CONJUNCTION         
WITH THIS DOCUMENT FOR ACTIONS COMMON TO ALL HABITAT PLANS 

A2. Signpost Best Practice Guidelines to 
appropriate landowners via agri-environment 
schemes.   

NE  CFE ongoing 

 

Research & Monitoring 
   

RM1.  Survey and map digitally all areas of acid 
grassland and heathland to establish a true 
baseline of data for these often co-existing 
habitats.   

LWSP HBA WWT WCC  
NWBC  WDC     
SMBC  QOs    
LOs        

2015 

RM2. Identify sites for potential heathland 
restoration and expansion. 

HBA NE WWT WCC              
NAM 

ongoing 

RM3.  Record areas of scrub with biodiversity 
potential (see SM2). 

HBA  ongoing 

 

RM4. Identify plant indicator species to establish 
criteria for assessing the quality of heathland 
habitat. 

HBA NE WCC BC   
LWSP          

Done 

RM5.  Use indicator species criteria for 
monitoring heathland condition and expansion 
every 5 years, particularly on LWSs. 

HBA NE  WWT  BC 
LWSP 

ongoing 

Abbreviations: BC - Butterfly Conservation, CCP – Coombe Country Park, CFE – Campaign for the Farmed Environment, CSG – 
LBAP core Steering Group,  FoBC – Friends of’ Baddesley Common,  HBA – Habitat Biodiversity Audit partnership,  LOs – landowners, 
LPAs – Local Planning Authorities, LWSP – Local Wildlife Sites Project, NE – Natural England, NWBC – North Warwick Borough 
Council,  SMBC – Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council,  WBRC – Warwickshire Biological Record Centre,  WDC – Warwick District 
Council, WCC – Warwickshire County Council,  WWT – Warwickshire Wildlife Trust.  

 
7. PROGRESS WITH ACTIONS    

 
From 2015–2020 there will be a rolling programme of reporting on progress, of 10 
action plans per year with an annual summary of results.   Results will be entered 
onto the national Biodiversity Action Reporting System BARS.  Progress with this 
plan up to 2008 can be seen at www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/LBAP. 

 
 
 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Kirby, P. (1992). Habitat management for Invertebrates: a Practical Handbook. 
RSPB. 

Symes, N. & Day, J.C. (2003) A Practical guide to the Restoration and Management 
of Lowland Heathland. RSPB.   

Parry, J. (2004).  Living landscapes: heathland.  National Trust.  

http://ukbars.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/LBAP2014
http://www.nhbs.com/habitat_management_for_invertebrates_a_practical_handbook_tefno_17072.html
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
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Joint Nature Conservation Committee (2008)  UK Biodiversity Action Plan; Priority 
Habitat Descriptions. 

Falk, S.J. (2009)  Warwickshire’s Wildflowers - provides habitat-specific species 
lists, and explanations of habitats from a botanical viewpoint. 

Treweek Environmental Consultants (2009)  Regional Spatial Strategy (R.S.S.) 
Phase 3 Regional Habitats Targets Review, Technical Report pp.71-94, prepared 
for the W. Midlands Regional Assembly. 

Lawton, J.H. (2010)  Making Space for Nature: a review of England’s wildlife sites 
and ecological network.  Report to Defra, advocating a landscape-scale approach 
guided by four key principles, summarised as ‘more, bigger, better and joined’.  

Defra (2011)  Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem 
services.  

Natural England (2011) Lowland Heathland BAP Priority Habitat Inventory for 
England v2.0 – habitat surveillance pilots and inventory updates are part of the 
ongoing monitoring projects carried out by Natural England. 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds et al (2013)  State of Nature – a stocktake 
of all our native wildlife by 25 wildlife organisations. 

Habitat biodiversity Audit (2013) The State of the Habitats of Warwickshire, 
Coventry and Solihull.  
 
Denton, J. (2013) ‘Conservation grazing of heathland – what is the logic? British 
Wildlife, June 2013.  

 

 

 

9. FURTHER INFORMATION 

Habitat Biodiversity Audit (HBA) for Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull – mapping 
data set and associated information. Phase 1 (JNCC ) 1996-2002 and Phase 2 
(Local Wildlife Sites) ongoing. 

Statutory conservation agencies, WWT and Royal Society for the Protection of 

Birds  staff can provide advice on appropriate management, restoration and 

expansion of heathlands. 

Biodiversity Planning Toolkit  - a new online resource to help incorporate 
biodiversity and geodiversity into the planning system and new development. 

Plantlife  -  a charity which carries out plant species and habitat conservation, owns 

and manages nature reserves, campaigns, and raises awareness through 

education. 

Flora Locale - promotes the restoration of wild plants and habitats for the benefit of 
biodiversity, landscapes and people in town and countryside. 

Nature After Minerals provides advice on creating and managing different grassland 
habitats. 

http://www.bsbi.org.uk/WarwickshireWildflowersFlyer.pdf
http://www.wmra.gov.uk/documents/Quality%20of%20the%20Environment%20Background%20Paper%20-%20240609.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/218690/201009space-for-nature.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2011/08/19/pb13583-biodiversity-strategy-2020/
https://staging-data.nbn.org.uk/Datasets/HL000018
https://staging-data.nbn.org.uk/Datasets/HL000018
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-2468
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.biodiversityplanningtoolkit.com/
http://www.plantlife.org.uk/
http://www.floralocale.org/
http://www.afterminerals.com/


www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk                  ACTION for WILDLIFE 

Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Lowland Heathland (J A Irving, 2002)                       Revised by Gina Rowe & Ruth Moffatt, 2013                                                    9/9 

MineralsUK -  the British Geological Survey's Centre for Sustainable Mineral 
Development. This website has a wealth of information on mineral resources, 
mineral planning, policy and legislation, sustainable development, statistics and 
exploration. 

Warwickshire CC Mineral Strategy  - the minerals development framework consists  
of a number of documents.   

Symes, M. & Day, J. (2003). A Practical Guide to the Restoration and 
Management of Lowland Heathland RSPB. 

Natural England  (2005). The Importance of Livestock Grazing for Wildlife 
Conservation Grazing management of lowland heathlands and management of 
bare ground . Tel. 01733 455100. 

Natural England (2005). Thames Basin Heaths. Pulling together for access, 
conservation and development (leaflet available from 01635 268881) 

Buglife - the Invertebrate Conservation Trust (2014)   Promoting habitat mosaics for 
invertebrates in lowland heathland provides information on the habitat-management 
requirements of key invertebrates. 

Heathland re-creation on agriculturally improved grass fields. Contact 
Martin.Allison@rspb.org.uk or Malcolm.Ausden@rspb.org.uk 

Urban Heaths Partnership (based at the Dorset Wildlife Trust) – the  video ‘Backfire’ 
is available by post from the Urban Heaths Partnership Education Office, Urban 
Wildlife Centre, Beacon Hill Lane, Corfe, Mullen, Dorset BH21 3RX      or by 
email : urbanheaths@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

 
 
         

10. CONTACT  
 
           David Lowe, Principal Ecologist, Ecology Unit, Environment & Regeneration,   

Warwickshire County Council.      Tel. 01926 418060.  
           Email: davidlowe@warwickshire.gov.uk 

 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/mineralsuk/aboutus.html
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/mineralsuk/aboutus.html
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mdf
http://www.booksaboutbirds.co.uk/BAB_RSPB_Management_Guides.htm
http://www.booksaboutbirds.co.uk/BAB_RSPB_Management_Guides.htm
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://www.hart.gov.uk/importance_of_livestock_grazing_for_wildlife_conservation-2.pdf
http://www.hart.gov.uk/importance_of_livestock_grazing_for_wildlife_conservation-2.pdf
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