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Thegse two mammals have a complex Asﬁnmetrlc Intraguild Predatory
Relationship. Badgers can predate hedgehogs and are the only native
predator in the UK capable of opening them up when rolled. Badgers also
compete for the same food source, macroinvertebrates (one badger eating
5x the amount as one hedgehog). However, when the habitat is good, and
there is a plentiful food supply, these animals can, and do, coexist as they
have done for 10,000 years.
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With badgers on the increase, and hedgehogs on the decrease, badgers have

often been given the blame for hedgehog decline. However, it is unlikely that

they are the main driver. Hedgehogs are also declining in rural areas with low

badger densities (e.g. East Anglia), so there must be other principal drivers of
the decline.

Hedgehogs may alter their behaviour and avoid areas with high numbers of
badgers. For example, released hedgehogs have been found to disperse away
from areas with high badger density (Doncaster et al., 1992). Female hedgehogs
have been found to avoid larger back gardens of detached houses that contain
more habitat features selected by badgers, choosing safer habitats to rear
their young (Dowding et al. 2010). Where there is a high density of predators,
agricultural habitats may represent landscapes of fear, with hedgehogs
seeking cover amongst edge habitat (Hof et al. 2012).

Built areas (e.g. suburbs) potentially act as refuge habitat for hedgehogs,
being used less often by badgers. However, where badger sett density is high
surrounding these areas, hedgehog presence and abundance has been found
to decrease (Young et al. 2006), with badgers thought to limit movement between
areas of suburban habitat.

Instead of pitting one species against the
other, we should be focussing on restoring
and improving habitat for both. Reduced
ploughing, organic farming and smaller fields
with hedgerows and margins would improve
agricultural land, increasing food availability,
shelter and connectivity. These can also be
improved in urban refuges by having features
such as wilder areas and hedgehog holes in
gardens.
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