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Hedg;%)g decline is steepest in rural age@s, with up to 50% Iost.from our Brit e " |
countryside since the Millennium. As a mesopredator and key indicafor of*a British Hedgehog
healthy rural egosy®tem, this is a serious concers. Hedgehogs appear to be ~@PreServgtion Society
increasingly avoiding arable farmland and populations are becoming isolated -

in and around villages, which are acting as refuge habitat. P e
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Changes in farming practices have proven problematic for hedgehogs, with intensive monoculture, heavy chemical use, and ploughing all reducing
their main invertebrate food supply. The removal of hedgerows and reduction in field boundaries have taken away food, shelter and cover. Poorly lit,
high speed roads associated with higher roadkill are also more prevalent in rural areas and road density is further increasing.
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Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is a registered charity (Number 209200)
and a@empany limited by guarantee. Registered in England, Number 582247.
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