
WHAT ROCK’S IN YOUR SOCK?!

Experiment 1: Describe what your rock looks and feels like
Feel the rock in your sock and in the worksheet write down a description for its texture. Then reveal 

your rock and use a magnifying glass to take a closer look. Complete the rest of the table below.

RRoocckk CCoolloouurr TTeexxttuurree GGrraaiinn  SSiizzee LLuussttrree FFeeaattuurree

DDeessccrriippttiioonn BBllaacckk  //  RReedd  //    BBrroowwnn  //  GGrreeyy  RRoouugghh  //  SSmmooootthh SSmmaallll  //  MMeeddiiuumm  //  LLaarrggee SShhiinnyy  //  DDuullll FFoossssiillss  //  CCrryyssttaallss
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RRoocckk HHaarrdd SSoofftt

DDeessccrriippttiioonn
DDiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  ssccrraattcchh  

wwiitthh  aa  nnaaiill
EEaassiillyy  ssccrraattcchheedd  oorr  

ddaammaaggeedd YYeess NNoo
SSttaayyss  oonn  ssuurrffaaccee  oorr  
rruunnss  ooffff  tthhee  rroocckk  --                              

nnoonn  ppoorroouuss

WWaatteerr  sslloowwllyy  ssiinnkkss  
iinnttoo  tthhee  rroocckk  --  

ppoorroouuss

SSooaakkss  uupp  wwaatteerr  
qquuiicckkllyy  --  tthhiiss  rroocckk  iiss  

vveerryy  ppoorroouuss
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DDooeess  vviinneeggaarr  mmaakkee  iitt  ffiizzzz?? HHooww  ffaasstt  ddooeess  wwaatteerr  ssooaakk  iinn??

Experiment 2: Testing the properties of your rock

1. Use a nail to see if you can scratch each rock - if you can make a mark, it is a soft rock.
2. With a pipette, place 2 drops of vinegar onto each rock - if it fizzes, it has calcium carbonate in it.

3. Now use your pipette to put 2 drops of water onto your rock - if it soaks in, it is porous.

Here are some rocks that you might find: granite - sandstone - slate - limestone - chalk - mudstone - coal.

Record your results on the worksheet below then see if you can work out the name of your rock!

Equipment: A long nail, pipette, vinegar and water


