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The Winding Road to Wilding

1949 — National Parks & 2010 Lawton Review
NNRs declared 2005 ‘Nature deficit Called for . .. more, bigger,

er’ coined as better quality, joined up
... natural spaces.
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Breeding woodland birds in the UK, 1970 to 2017

Abundance indicator

Index (1970 = 100)
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— Generalists (12) — All woodland birds (37) Specdialists (25)
Source: https/fwww.gov.uk/government/statistics/wild-bird-populations-in-the-uk

UK Biodiversity Indicator: Change in widespread butterflies in woodland in the UK,
1990 to 2018

Abundance indicator (24 species) Long term Short term

1950-2018 H13-2018

120 " 100%

100 B
g

w BO i
g 60%
& e
= GO =
3 aow &
= 40 g

. . . M
2000 2010 B increase

— Indicator Smaoothed trend 95% confidence intervals Litte change
B Decrease

Source: jnoc.gov.ubkiukbi-Ch




Management

Woodland




But Why Bison?




Are we meeting our objectives?
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Experimental Approach

Bison assemblage Proxy assemblage No grazing

* European bison Longhorn cattle * 117ha compartment

* Exmoor ponies * Exmoor ponies
Iron Age Pigs
244ha compartment

* Iron Age Pigs
e 208ha compartment




Habitat structure and
vegetation dynamics

What is happening
to the structures
and plant
communities on
site?

Ecological Monitoring

Biodiversity and
bioabundance

How rich is the
amount of life on
site, both numbers
of species and size
of populations

Natural processes

Is the system
functioning better?

Ecosystem services and
natural capital

Is this functioning
system providing us
with things we
need?




People & The Blean

Events
_— .. Bison are exciting!
Existing visitors
% Listening to people

\Q Actions for nature around

k' the blean Financial actions
Workin O

Local Residents . g O

Wlth . ‘ ‘ ‘ Behaviour on site

Putting pressure on
decision makers

People O
National & international %
Audiences ﬁ Going door to door

Prescence on sitg Huge Press reach
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What comes next?

Bigger, Better, More joined up ....
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